The following Gemara is often quoted as proof that Zionism and the State of lsrael were borh in )

sin and continue to run counter to halachah. (Rashi's comments follow the Gemara.)

Talmud Bavli, Ketuvot 110b-111a
R. Zeira avoided Rav Yehudah, because he [R. Zeira] wanted to
ascend to Eretz Yisrael [and] Rav Yehudah [used to] say, “Anyone
who goes up from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael violates a positive
commandment, as it says, They will be brought to Babylonia, and they
will be there until the day I remember them, says the Lord (Yirmiyah
27:22).”” And [how does] R. Zeira [explain this verse]? That [verse]
refers to the ministering vessels. And [how does] R. Yehudah
[respond to this]? There is another verse, which says, I have adfured

you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by gazedles or by hinds of the field, [that

you will not awaken nor arouse the love until it pleases) (Shir HaShirim
2:7). And [what does] R. Zeira [derive from this verse]? It [teaches]
that Israel should not go up in a wall[-like fashion], [but individual
Jews may ascend to Eretz Yisraell. And [from where does] Rav
Yehudah [derive this teaching]? It says, I have adjured you [etc.]
another time (ibid. 3:5). 'And [what does] R. Zeira [do with this extra
verse]? He needs it for R. Yosi the son of R. Chanina’s statement:
“What are these three oaths for (the two cited above and ibid. 8:4)? One
[teaches] that Israel should not go up in a wall[-like fashion]. One
[alludes to the fact] that the Holy O_n_e_,_blgsged be He, made the Jews

swear that they would not rebel against the nations of the world.

And one [alludes to the fact] that the Holy One, blessed be He, made
the heathens swear that they would not subjugate the Jews in
excess.” And [how does] Rav Yehudah [learn all these things, seeing
that he uses one of these verses to teach that individual Jews are forbidden to
ascend to Eretz Yisrael]? It says [in each of these verses], that you will
not awaken nor arouse, [making it as if there are six verses]. And
[what does] R. Zeira [do with all these extra verses, seeing that he does
not forbid individuals from ascending to Eretz Yisrael]? He needs them for
R. Levi’s statement: “What are these six oaths. for? Three are the
ones we [already] stated, and the others [are as follows]: they [the
Prophets] shall not reveal the End; they [the Jews] shall not delay the
End; and they shall not reveal the secret to the heathens.” By gazelles
or by hinds of the field: R. Elazar said, “The Holy One, blessed be He,
said to Istael, ‘If you keep the oath, [all will be] welll If not,
however, I will abandon your flesh like [that of] the gazelles and the
hinds of the field.””
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1) Rashi writes that the "prohibition"

The State of lsrael, however, was established with the consent of the nat;

the 1920 San Remo conference of the League of Natio
Partition Plan in 1947, Two poskim state this explicitly:

evident from the Balfour Declaration,
the United Nations acceptance of the

Responsa Avnei N eizer, Yoreh De’ah 454:56

..1f all of Israel is given permission to go up [to Eretz Yisrael], their

: » until Mashiach arrives. Many refutations (at least thirteen
offered to counter-this conclusion, but we will mention only the five most compelling ones:
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ascension will not be considered wall[-like],

remembrance...

for Rashi explains “in a
wall” [to mean] “with a strong hand.” In addition, one can say that if " oy NP T
all [of Israel] is given permission, [that itself] is considered a [divine]
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- 3) The Shulchan Aruch 5tatce

e

R. Meir Simcha of Dvinsk ' POMYID NHDY PND Y

~ Shivat Tzion, vol. 2, p. 101 10110y 2" P8 NDY

Now, however, Divine_._"Providence has arranged matters such that “wn- rimwnn .Maon- nys )
a command  was - given at the assembly of the enlightened -ypa ;R movPER -now
kingdoms in San Remo that Eretz Yisrael would belong to the mnn Ynw \in WK N mﬁ Nn
Jewish people.’ And since the fear of the oaths has faded awayand ,mwnwn 1ns qow INIW D
[we now act] ‘with the perrmssmn of the kings, the mifzvah of - XN 2% Mm¥n NND ,25mN WY
Yishuy Eretz strael wh1ch is equal to all the mitzvot of the Torah, MmN Y9 T Inpww N

h _ : -D2PNY DN

2) Theae oathe are obviously not evcrlastmg. as the verse quoted by thc Gemara says outright:
shall nazr awakeﬂ nor arouse the love-until it pleases. Meaning, a time will come when God will deswr'
to redeem us, and when that happens we will be permitted to arouse the love and return to our:
homciand How will we know when this time comes? Either God will mform us directly, or, more likely,:2
He w "'.'.’brm@ about events that will initiate and facilitate the redemptive procesa We will know that
‘thlé 5 happenmg when the signs of redemption that our Prophcte and Sages foresaw come tois
frwtton as in our times (see the next chapter and the end of the AVHGI Neizer just quotcd) :

Shulchan Aruch, YorehD S WD YT A T nY
If two [people] swear to do something, and em violates  Aay1 ,TAN 13T MWYY WAL OOV
the oath, the second one is exempt [from keepmg the oath] and »N W08 NYN NaYN Yy onn NN
need not annul {it]... ‘ R S R R

Here too, since the nations of the world violated their oath (not to ovar-peraccute us), we have no
D I i
obligation to kecp our oath (not to return to Eretz Yisrael as a wall). Several Acharonim make this
point, including the Maharshak (R. Shlomo Kluger) and R. Hille! of Kolomaya.

4) This Gemara i5-an aggad:c tcachmg, not a halachic one, which is why it is not quoted in any of the
major halachic works, like the Rambama Mishneh Torah, the Tur, the Shulchan Aruch; or any of the
writings of the Chafetz Chayim.

-B) The oaths are not groh:bntlona, but divine decrees. The Maharal demonstrates that the word

shevuah does not nece@sarily mean an oath. Rather, as R. Herschel Schachter puts it:

RJJ Journal of Halachah, vol. 8, p. 28
Shavuah indicates an unchanging fact of life, a strong tendency nnplanted by G-d in nature.
Thus, the Maharal explains that G-d never actually administered an oath to the Jewish people;
He merely told us that a return to Zion would be impractical, because by the laws of nature
such a return would not work out. Any attempt at return, then, is not forbi&den, but
discouraged as futile. Should an attempt succeed, it clearly has triumphed over nature and is
not in defiance of God’s will. ' -



